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CITT/ICTS News
By Paul Del Motte , Matt Frankish  and Citt/ iCts national oFFiCe staFF

Back to where  
it all started
By Paul Del Motte

In 1989 a few people had the Idea 

that Canada should have their own version 

of USItt, formed from the alberta and 

algonquin (ontario) sections. In September 

of 1990, a formation meeting was held in 

toronto, where the groundwork was laid to 

form what we now know as CItt/ICtS. we 

returned to the city the following year for 

our very first national conference. Rendez-

vous annual Conference and trade Show 

has evolved from there as we now return to 

where it all started for our 33rd take of this 

exciting event. 

 from the 16th to 19th of august we 

shall be gathering at the Meridian hall 

for what I hope to be one of our more 

successful events to date. there will be 

sessions covering a full range of theatrical 

Rendez-vous annual Conference 
and Trade Show returns to Toronto
CITT/ICTS’s 33rd Rendez-vous will be held august 16 to 19, 2023 in Toronto, Ontario
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disciplines and a large trade show on the 

main stage showing off new and innovative 

gear for the entertainment technologists. 

It’s been a while since we’ve last been here, 

and I look forward to seeing you there, 

maybe striking up a conversation, sharing 

ideas, and telling stories.

rendez-vous 2023  
at a glance
By Matt Frankish

the Conference programming for 

Rendez-Vous 2023 is coming together 

quickly, with confirmed sessions on 

lighting, technical theatre history, 

Standards, technical Management, a 

Roundtable discussion, a panel discussion 

on wardrobe, along with the usual 

favourite social events, and the trade 

Show on the Meridian hall stage. we have 

also expanded our pre-conference skills 

training content and will be offering both 

lighting and audio console training, and a 

scenic painting workshop.  

Being in downtown toronto has also 

enabled us to arrange for backstage tours 

of interesting local venues, including a 

walkthrough of the proposed St. lawrence 

Centre redevelopment with the architect, and 

a tour of the now re-opened Massey hall. 

along with all of this, we have entered into 

partnerships with pM/td arts and adC/

IatSe who will also be providing more in-

depth sessions during the conference itself.  

there are a lot more unconfirmed 

sessions I’m not able to talk about just 

yet, but I’m excited about the breadth of 

programming we will be able to offer and the 

fascinating work the presenters have brought 

forward. Rendez-vous 2023 is promising to 

be an interesting conference and I hope to see 

many of our members there.

rendez-vous 2023 
Social events
Opening SOirée – WedneSday 

auguSt 16

we can’t think of a better way to kickstart 

the conference than with a relaxed 

and joyful celebration among friends, 

colleagues, and members from across 

Canada. drinks, hors-d’oeuvres and 

networking are on the menu.

prOduct ShOWcaSe BreakfaSt – 

thurSday auguSt 17

trade Show exhibitors take center stage at 

the product Showcase Breakfast as they will 

each have a couple minutes to showcase 

new products or service during this fun 

Show & tell. our trademark prelude to the 

trade show!

trade ShOW – thurSday auguSt 17 

and friday auguSt 18

the Rendez-vous trade Show is a unique 

and  friendly way to meet and network with 

local industry suppliers, manufacturers, 

organizations, and schools. held over two 

days on the Meridian hall Stage, it will 

feature over 30 exhibitors and schools, 

offering unique networking opportunities.

SWag BingO night fundraiSing 

event – thurSday auguSt 17

this event actually starts when the trade 

Show floor opens, as all exhibitors are 

given Swag Bingo cards to distribute to 

conference delegates. the more booths 

they visit – the more cards they get! then 

on thursday evening all participants 

gather for a notoriously entertaining 

evening of BInGo where they play to win 

company swag and bid for donated items 

at the live auction. Swag Bingo is part 

corporate recognition, part social mixer, 

part fundraiser for the afC… and a whole 

lot of fun!

citt/ictS 2023 agM LuncheOn – 

Saturday auguSt 19

this is the occasion to meet with the 

CItt/ICtS Board of directors and 

organization members, learn more about 

the organization’s and Regional Section’s 

activities over the past year and hear about 

their ideas for the year to come.

See you in Toronto this summer!
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eXPo-sCÈne 2023
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Looking back on eXPO-SCÈne 2023
our other flagship event, eXpo-SCÈne, was held on april 13 and 

14, 2023 at the palais des congrès de Montréal. this major Canadian 

event welcomed 55 exhibitors and over 1,600 attendees from all 

parts of Canada and the United States.  the show featured a school 

fair, three demo rooms, a VIp speaker demo on the show floor 

was well as offered two full days of educational teC talks and a 

well-attended networking cocktail party reserved to exhibitors and 

special guests held on the palais des congrès private rooftop terrace.

CItt/ICtS and the eXpo-SCÈne team wish to express their 

deepest gratitude to this year’s visitors, exhibitors, sponsors, and 

partners for making this edition once again a great success. we 

already look forward to next year’s 10th edition of eXpo-SCÈne, 

which will be held at the palais des congrès de Montréal on april 10 

and 11, 2024. Interested in exhibiting at the 2024 edition? we’d be 

happy to welcome you for this very special edition. Visit our website 

for booking details. n

Paul  a. Del  Motte  i s  a  found ing member  and the 
newly  appo inted  Pres ident  o f  C iTT / iCTS. he  has 
se rved as  a  P roduct ion  manager  and Techn ica l 
D i rec tor  fo r  the  Drama Stud ies  P rogram at  mount 
a l l i son  un ivers i t y  in  Sackv i l l e, new Brunswick , fo r 
over  th i r t y - f i ve  years. as  par t  o f  th i s  pos i t ion , he 
has  o rgan ized  and suppor ted  shows o f  d ive rse  e ras 
and s ty les  in  a  var ie ty  o f  spaces. he  has  worked on 
over  400 shows both  a t  mount  a l l i son  un ivers i t y  and 

e l sewhere, and h i s  s tudents  have  gone on to  work  in  a  var ie ty  o f  p roduct ion 
a reas  a t  some of  the  top  companies  in  the  mar i t imes, ac ross  Canada, and 
in te rnat iona l l y.

Matt Frankish  i s  the  pas t -P res ident  o f  C iTT /
iCTS. Or ig ina l l y  f rom the  uK, he  l i ves  near  Toronto, 
On. af te r  20 years  work ing  as  a  theat re  techn ic ian 
and techn ica l  d i rec tor, he  now serves  as  a  Theat re 
Consu l tant , des ign ing  new and renovat ing  o lder 
theat res  and other  per fo rmance  spaces.

For more information about CITT/ICTS’s flagship events please visit: 
Rendez-vous website: https://www.citt.org/annual_conference.html
EXPO-SCÈnE website: https://www.citt.org/ExpoScene.html

Don’t miss any update!
Follow Rendez-vous on Facebook @CITTICTSRendezvous
Follow EXPO-SCÈnE on Facebook @EXPO.SCEnE and  
Twitter @EXPO_SCEnE


