People are talking...

"The author of the book happens to be one of
my favorite folks of all time . . . He is the
MASTER . . . and, thank heaven, wonderfully
silly with it."

— Tony Walton

"No one embodies the best of this crazy world of

¢ the theatre more than Richard Pilbrow."

— Joseph Volpe
The Reviews Are In!

"Brilliant . . . the ultimate book on the creative
team side of theatre production.”
— Musical Theatre News

"Huge and superbly illustrated . . . An absolute
joy to read . . .a history of theatre from an
entirely new and fresh perspective"

— Michael Coveney, WhatsOnStage.com

"Fascinating theatrical anecdotes . . . extremely
informative . . and it's also inspirational”
— Martin Moore, TD&T

"Gripping, fascinating story. Very highly
recommended."
— Rob Halliday, Lighting&Sound America

"Essential reading . . . beautifully presented. An
amazing project, this book - this life."

— Raymond Langford Jones, Sardines
Magazine for Amateur Theatre, UK

"Rich, engaging and insightful . . . jam-packed
with wonderful stories . . . a visual feast."
— Michael Eddy, Stage Directions

"Essential reading for everyone who has had, is in
the middle of, or is setting out on a backstage career”
— Francis Reid, Entertainment Technology

"These stories are page-turners. For those with
a love of theatre . . . this book is a gripping tale"
— AK Bennett-Hunter, The Stage

Richard Pilbrow

Richard Pilbrow, is one of the world's leading theatre design
consultants, a pioneer stage lighting designer; producer; and
author. He founded Theatre Projects in 1957, which is now
the pre-eminent theatre consulting organization in the
world. Pilbrow was chosen by Laurence Olivier to be
theatre consultant to the National Theatre.

His books STAGE LIGHTING (1970) followed by
STAGE LIGHTING DESIGN—THE ART, THE CRAFT,
THE LIFE (1997) remain standard texts. In 2011, he
wrote A THEATRE PROJECT - A BACKSTAGE
ADVENTURE.

A THEATRE
PROJECT M

PUBLISHED BY PLASA MEDIA, NYC &
LONDON

please visit http://www.atheatreproject.com/

AT THE NATIONAL THEATRE and other FINE BOOKSTORES

ALSO AVAILABLE AS AN INTER-
ACTIVE E-BOOK

http://www.atheatreproject.com
Versions for iOS4 of later iPad, iPhone, or iPod Touch
Web Version, Flash or HTML5

A BACKSTAGE
ADVENTURE

A THEATRE
PROJECT

BY RICHARD PILBROW

WITH DAVID COLLISON

FOREWORD BY JOSEPH VOLPE

Triumph, Disaster, and Renewal
that changed Stage Lighting and
the Shape of Theatre



Second Edition

http://www.atheatreproject.com
http://www.atheatreproject.com
jscott
Typewritten Text
please visit http://www.atheatreproject.com/

jscott
Typewritten Text

jscott
Typewritten Text

jscott
Typewritten Text


The 19705 TP
Lighting Team

National Theatre of Cyprus
Architect Fred Pilbrow 2013

“ondon has the best theatre, and
Broadway used to have the best
theatre technicians. Now | suspect we
have the best of both yvorlds, and
much of this reputation s down to.
one of our truly great unsung heroes:
the prodigious Pilbrow.”

by Michael Covene
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“THE ULTIMATE BOOK ON THE
CREATIVE TEAM SIDE OF THEATRE"”

The remarkable story of an upstart enterprise, Theatre Projects, that changed the world
of theatre. Establishing the professions of stage lighting, sound design, and theatre
consulting in Britain, Theatre Projects went on to revolutionize the design of theatres and
concert halls in the United States and around the world.

THROUGH THE STAGE DOOR

A THEATRE PROJECT takes the reader through the stage
i door: sharing the thrills of lighting up the West End,
i Broadway, and the world, while exploring the birth of sound

design in Britain.

. THEATRE, FILM AND TV
{ PRODUCTION

i Producing with Hal Prince, Steve Sondheim, with
i stars such as Judi Dench, Topol, Elaine Stritch, and
i Paul Scofield; dipping a toe into the giddy waters of
i film and television with Arthur Ransome’s immortal
i tale, Swallows and Amazons, and Tony Palmer's
i definitive history of popular music, All You Need is
: Love.

THEATRE DESIGN AROUND THE

{ WORLD

i Becoming part of the birth of the National Theatre with Sir
i Laurence Olivier: uncover the secrets of the design of the
: Drum Revolve and innovative flying in the
Olivier Theatre. We follow Theatre Projects

. THEATRE

; as it partners such architectural icons as
PROJECTS Frank Gehry, Norman Foster, and Rem
| S Koolhaas, and builds theatres, concert halls
i Consultants

and opera houses around the world.

The latest technology at age 16 An update: 1,600 lighting channels

for Broadway.

“Fiddler on the Roof” that
discovered Topol

Immortal childrens’ tale
“Swallows and Amazons”

Theatre consultant to the National The Walt Disney Concert Hall,

Theatre of Great Britain Los Angeles
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